B e s t p a p e r s E very year, SEG honors the 30 best papers presented at the Annual Meeting. These papers are chosen from among the hundreds of e-Poster, oral, and poster presentations given each year. Approximately 900 presentations were given at the 2012 SEG Annual Meeting held in Las Vegas last November.
The process for selecting the best paper relies on participation and input from the chair, cochair, and audience members from each presentation. They view the presentation, then evaluate it using a judging form designed for that specific type of presentation. These forms ask the judges to rate the delivery, material, and to provide an overall rating for the presentation. At the end of a presentation, the chair collects the judging forms and gives them to the Technical Program Coordinator. The information on the forms is then entered into a spreadsheet and the scores are tabulated to identify the top 30 presentations using a numerical ranking method. The top 30 presentation winners receive a letter from the SEG President notifying them that their presentation was chosen. They are also provided with a list of groups, such as student chapters, that might be interested in viewing their presentations and are invited to give their presentation to those groups.
While the process of choosing the Best Papers is easily quantifiable, what goes into making a "Best Paper"
Best papers selected from the 2012 SEG Annual Meeting SPRING HARRIS, SEG Assistant Editor presentation is not. According to David Monk, current SEG President and former Technical Program Chair of the 2005 Annual Meeting, a good presentation has "the ability to convey information of a complex nature rapidly, and there must be something in the presentation that is new. If I'm in the audience I want to learn something, and leave the presentation thinking that was interesting, I'd never thought of that." He goes on to state that a good presentation also stimulates questions and makes him want to go back and read the abstract fully.
As for the importance of the SEG technical program, Monk wrote that "the presentations are important becasue they are an avenue for the exchange of ideas and information between interested parties. They advance the science!" Advancing the science of geophysics is a core goal of SEG and one of the reasons SEG expanded the Technical Program to include e-poster presentations as well as the more traditional oral and poster presentations.
Each year SEG is proud to host a technical program that is in keeping with our mission of "advancing geophysics today and inspiring geoscientists for tomorrow." The top 30 presentations for the 2012 SEG Annual Meeting are listed in the following table.
Title
Author and affiliation
3D beamlet migration in VTI medium
Jian Mao* and Ru-Shan Wu, University of California at Santa Cruz; Biaolong Hua and Paul Williamson, TOTAL E&P, Houston A broadband full-azimuth land seismic case study from Saudi Arabia using a 100,000 channel recording system at 6 terabytes per day: Acquisition and processing lessons learned 
